
Preparing for Winter: authorised 
treatments. 

One way of looking at the beekeeping year is to break it down to four phases: the Spring build up where 

the colony rapidly increases , the main honey flow where the bees collect the bulk of the nectar, the 

honey harvest and the preparation for winter and finally winter itself. This document is really about the 

third phase, the preparation for Winter , in particular the treatments for varroa. 

The main flow is usually over in this part of the country by early August by which time most of the trees 

and flowers have gone over. Typically ivy is the last to go and provides forage in late September, early 

October.  The honey comes off the hives in early August. Make sure you leave enough honey on the hive 

to see the bees through the Winter. The amount you leave with the bees can vary depending on the 

books you read or the experience you have with your bees. I have seen estimates between 30lbs and  

40lbs (35 lbs seems a good compromise).  This amounts to leaving a full super on a single brood box 

Once the honey is taken off and the wets given back to the hive for the bees to deal with, varroa 

treatment can begin. We should have been following an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plan 

throughout the year using a variety of biological/mechanical/chemical treatments depending on the 

time of year and the state of the colony. These methods can involve those such as Shook Swarm, sugar 

dusting, drone sacrifice and so on. The treatments I refer to in this document mean the various chemical 

treatments that are available and are typically used in August. 

What treatments are available? The number  and detail of the treatments is too involved to go into 

within this document so I’ll simply point you to the National Bee Unit  (NBU) website, specifically the 

‘veterinary medicines for bees’ page : 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=110 

 

This site is worth a read as it gives some background regarding treating bees with veterinary medicines. 

From here you can get to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) website, particularly the 

authorised product database: 

http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/ProductInformationDatabase/Search.aspx 

From here select bees as the Species and click on ‘run search’. This will take you to the VMD’s 

authorised medicines for bees ie to a display similar to that shown below: 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=110
http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/ProductInformationDatabase/Search.aspx


 

Figure 1. List of VMD authorised bee medicines. 

From here you can open up the SPC (Summary of Product Characteristics) document to give you a good 

overview of each of the treatments listed. 

 

A further link on the National Bee Unit’s site will also take you to the VMD’s Medicines Record Card 

which can be  downloaded. This card is important as you use it to record where and when you bought 

the treatments, when you applied them, who applied them and for how long and so on. 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1081 

the Record Card looks something like the figure below: 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1081


 

Figure 2. VMD’s Record Card. 

 

 


